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WHEREAS:  
The  Free  Methodis t Church  with in  the  United  Sta tes  shows  con tinua l decline  ins tead  o f g rowth ;  
 
The  cu ltu re  with in  the  US is  rap id ly changing  and  n eeds  the  lead ersh ip  o f the  Free  Methodis t Church  to  unders tand  
and  iden tify the  ever-changing  needs  in  o rde r to  fu lfill the  Chu rch’s  m iss ion  and  clearly com m unica te  the  gospe l;  
 
The  ro le  o f Bishop  in  the  US ove rsees  Annual Conferences  no t on ly in  the  US bu t th roughout the  en tire  wo rld , 
requ iring  nu m erous  days  per year o f trave l ou ts ide  the  country;  
 
The  Boa rd  o f Bishops  de te rm ines  the ir o wn ass ignm ents  and  du ties  with in  the  Boa rd ;  
 

Therefore , BE IT RESOLVED:  
 
That the  appoin ted  Lead  Bishop  will b e  charged  with  lead ing  the  Bo ard  o f Bishops  and  will s e lect a  Bishop  (e ither 
them selves  o r ano ther) to  focus  p rim arily on  the  ch urch  in  the  United  Sta tes , while  the  rem ain ing  Bish ops  will take  on  
the  overs igh t o f annual conferences  ou ts ide  o f the  United  Sta tes .  
 
May it be  fu rthe r reso lved  tha t the  appoin ted  Bisho p  oversee ing  the  FM churches  in  the  US be  charg ed  with  the  
overs igh t to  insp ire , ins truct, encourage  and  engag e  the  you th  o f the  church  in  an  a ttem pt to  bu ild  e ld ers  from  with in  
and  assure  con tinu ity o f the  denom in ation . 
 
May it be  fu rthe r reso lved  tha t the  fo llowing  be  ed ited  in  the  Book of Discip line  to  re flect the  abo ve  s ta tem ents : 

¶4110  

A. The Genera l Confe rence  s ha ll e lect by ba llo t two  o r m ore  trave ling  e lders  as  b ishops  to  serve  as  the  p as to ra l 
oversee rs  o f va rious  a rea s  o f the  denom ination  wh o  sha ll cons titu te  the  Board  o f Bishops . These  a re  to  be  
persons  who  exh ib it exem pla ry characte r and  leadersh ip  qua lities , and  wh o  em body d eep  com m itm ent to  the  
m iss ion , doctrine  and  theo logy of the  Free  Methodis t Church . The  te rm  of o ffice  o f b ishops  sha ll beg in  90 
days  a fte r the  close  o f the  Genera l Confe rence  a t which  they a re  e lected . Th ey sha ll rem ain  in  o ffice  fo r four 
years  o r un til the  90 days  fo llowing  the  subsequen t Genera l Conference  and , un less  the  Genera l Conference  
decides  upon  a  les ser nu m ber o f b ishops , un til o thers  sha ll be  e lected  in  the ir p laces . 

 
May it be  fu rthe r reso lved  tha t the  fo llowing  be  add ed  to  the  Book of Discip line  to  re flect the  abo ve  s ta tem ents : 
 
¶4120 The  Role  o f a  Bishop  
       D. Regard ing  Roles  and  Respons ib ilities  
            One  Bishop  sha ll b e  p rim arily tasked  to  oversee ing  the  g rowth  and  d eve lopm ent o f the  Free  Me thodis t          
churches  with in  the  United  Sta tes . Their trave l d ays  ou ts ide  the  US should  be  lim ited , and  respons ib ility fo r 
p rovis iona l o r annual con ferences  ou ts ide  the  US s hould  be  m in im al. Th is  b ishop  is  a lso  charged  specifica lly with  the  
overs igh t to  insp ire , ins truct, encourage  and  engag e  the  you th  o f the  church  in  the  US in  an  a ttem pt to  bu ild  e lde rs  
from  with in  and  assure  con tinu ity o f the  denom ina tion . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Annual Conference Resolutions Committee Worksheet:  
 

Mission: To love God, love people and make disciples. 
Vision: To bring wholeness to the world through healthy biblical communities of holy people multiplying 
disciples, leaders, groups and churches. 

1. Does the resolution have a direct relationship to the vision and mission of the Free Methodist 
Church?    

Yes 

 

No 

              

2. How will the proposed change help us accomplish our vision and mission?   

3. The Resolutions Committee rates this resolution as:  



(A) Support - recommend adoption   

(B) Recommended - worthy of review  

(C) Rejected - anticipate General Conference rejection   

Other Comments: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 


