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WHEREAS:  
The  book of d iscip line  s ta tes  regard ing  the  s ize  o f the  board  o f Bishops : 

The  Nom ination  and  Election  o f Bishops  

 ¶4110 A. The  Gen era l Co nference  sha ll e lect by ba llo t two  or m ore  trave ling  e lders  as  b ishops  to  serve  as  the  
pas to ra l ove rseers  o f various  a reas  o f the  deno m in ation  who  sha ll cons titu te  the  Boa rd  o f Bishops . Th ese  a re  to  be  
persons  who  exh ib it exem pla ry characte r and  leadersh ip  qua lities , and  wh o  em body d eep  com m itm ent to  the  
m iss ion , doctrine  and  theo logy of the  Free  Methodis t Church . The  te rm  of o ffice  o f b ishops  sha ll be  four years  and  
sha ll beg in  90 days  a fte r the  close  o f the  Genera l Conference  a t wh ich  they a re  e lected . The  nu m ber o f b ishops  to  be  
e lected  w ill be  es tab lished  by Genera l Conference  act ion  and  rem ains  in  e ffect  un t il changed  by a  su bsequen t  
Genera l Conference  act io n .  

 ¶4110 B. Th e  nom in ation  and  e lection  p rocess  sha ll be  as  fo llows : 

 1. Call to  Praye r: Du ring  the  yea r p rio r to  Gene ra l Conference , the  Board  o f Bishops  and  the  Board  o f 
Adm in is tra tion  sha ll ca ll the  Church  to  p raye r, specifica lly focused  on  the  e lection  o f b ishops . 

 2. Sea rch  Com m ittee : A Sea rch  Co m m ittee  will be  fo rm ed  b y the  FMCUSA Board  o f Ad m in is tra tion  each  
quadrenn ium  to  p rayerfu lly seek ou t qua lified  cand ida tes  and  rece ive  no m ina tions  from  annual conferences . 
Mem bers  o f the  Sea rch  Com m ittee  m us t be  sp iritua lly m ature . Som e  of them  m us t a lso  have  expe rience  in  
deve lop ing  o r search ing  fo r cand ida tes  o f s ign ifican t pos itions  o f leadersh ip . The  Search  Com m ittee  m us t include  a t 
leas t one  lay and  one  cle rgy m em ber fro m  the  Board  o f Adm in is tra tion . Cons idera tion  sha ll be  g iven  to  e thn ic, 
gender, cu ltu ra l and  geog raph ica l represen ta tion  across  the  b read th  o f the  FMCUSA.  

3. Candida te  Qualifica tions : The  nom inees  shou ld  have  fru itfu l leade rsh ip  experience  re la ted  to  the  sp iritua l 
life  and  leadersh ip  respons ib ilities  no ted  in  Par. 4100 and  4120. Ethn ic, gende r, cu ltu ra l and  geograph ica l 
cons idera tions  sha ll be  g iven  due  a tten tion  in  se lecting  nom inees  fo r b ishop . Po ten tia l cand ida tes  m us t g ran t the ir 
perm iss ion  to  p roceed  th rough  the  nom ination  p ro cess . Nom inations  from  annual conferences  to  the  Sea rch  
Com m ittee  m us t be  acco m panied  b y supporting  ra tiona le  on  a  fo rm  des igned  and  provided  by the  Search  
Com m ittee . S itting  b isho ps , having  a lread y been  p revious ly qu a lified , who  a re  w illing  to  con tinue  to  se rve , will be  
p laced  on  the  ba llo t with  the  o ther nom inees . 

 4. Procedures : The  re fined  lis t o f nom inees , with  supporting  ra tiona le , will b e  fo rwarded  to  the  Board  o f 
Adm in is tra tion  o f the  FMCUSA. The  Bo ard  o f Ad m in is tra tion  m ay ask the  Search  Co m m ittee  to  cons ider (an) 
add itiona l nom in ee(s ). The  to ta l num ber o f nom in ees  fo r b ishops  fo rwarded  to  the  Board  o f Ad m in is tra tion  will 
exceed  by a t le as t two  the  num ber o f b ishops  curren tly serving . Th e  Gene ra l Conference  secre ta ry sha ll com pile  the  
nom inee  in form ation  in  s tandard ized  fo rm at and  d is tribu te  it, by pape r o r e lectron ic m eans , to  a ll de lega tes  no  la te r 
than  th irty days  p rio r to  the  open ing  o f Genera l Co nference . The  b a llo ts  fo r e lection  o f b ishops  sha ll cons is t o f the  
nam es  o f these  no m inees  and  the  incum bent b isho ps  who  are  willing  to  con tinue  to  se rve . 

And: 

 ¶4320+ A. The  Board  o f Adm in is tra tion  sha ll be  re spons ib le  fo r po licy, p rocedura l, fin ancia l, and  lega l is sues  during  
the  in te rim  be tween  Gene ra l Conference  sess ions . 

 



Therefore , BE IT RESOLVED:  
 
In  o rder to  a llow an  o rde rly and  tim e-sens itive  cons idera tion  o f the  expans io n  o f the  Board  o f Bishops , the  genera l 
conference  BOA is  au thorized , on  beha lf o f the  m os t recen t genera l conferen ce  to  expand  the  Board  o f Bishops  via  
two  th irds  vo te  o f its  body, one  year p rio r to  the  scheduled  Gene ra l Conference  in  o rder to  a llow the  Bishop’s  search  
com m ittee  tim e to  p repa re  and  provide  the  app rop ria te  nu m ber o f cand ida te s .  Th is  p rovis ion  does  no t a llow for a  
reduction  in  the  board  o f b ishops  by the  BOA, nor does  it super-cede  the  sea ted  Genera l Conference’s  ab ility to  
increase  o r reduce  the  BOB while  in  sess ion . 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 



Annual Conference Resolutions Committee Worksheet:  
 

Mission: To  love  God , love  peop le  and  m ake  d iscip les . 

Vision: To  bring  whole ness  to  the  world  th rou gh  hea lthy b ib lica l co m m unitie s  o f ho ly peop le  
m ultip lying  d iscip les , leaders , g roups  and  chu rches . 

1. Does the resolution have a direct relationship to the vision and mission of the Free Methodist 
Church?    

YES 

 

No 

              

2. How will the proposed change help us accomplish our vision and mission?   

3. The Resolutions Committee rates this resolution as:  

(A) Support - recommend adoption   

(B) Recommended - worthy of review  

(C) Rejected - anticipate General Conference rejection   

Other Comments: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


